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NEWSLETTER
"So many
spellers. So
many books.
Such great
reading!"

-EV
THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR SUPPORT! Our Motormorphosis Picnic was a huge
success and everyone is talking about all the tasty learning nuggets. With
presentations from Nonspeakers, Advocates, Allies, Practitioners, Researchers and
more - It was truly an informative day.
We are combing through the buffet of content from the Motormorphosis Picnic and
will be serving up some bite sized highlights. Keep your eye out for upcoming blogs
(be sure to sign up so you don't miss any), video clips, tip sheets, and more!
Mark your calendars now for Motormorphosis 2021, in person (hopefully
), July
24-25 in Herndon, Virginia! We love that so many of you enjoyed the virtual platform
and will strive to offer another picnic style virtual conference as well! Something for
everyone, that's a win-win!
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A Relish for Research

Meet the Researchers from the
Motormorphosis 2020 Picnic
Once again, our audience seemed particularly hungry
for RESEARCH! The two research presentations
received a great deal of attention, and rightfully so.
Dr. Vikram Jaswal’s, research on “Eye-tracking and
Communicative Agency” and Dr. Alex Woolgar’s
“Using brain imaging to detect hidden language
ability in nonspeakers” piqued everyone’s appetite!
We thought we’d share a little taste of each.

"My hope is that by
going into the head and
heart of an autistic boy
that readers will be
moved and gain insight
into the experience of
what it is like to live
bombarded by sensory
stimulation but to be
unable to communicate
your thoughts and show
people who you really
are due to an unreliable
motor system."

-Ido Kedar

READ MORE
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The nonspeaking community...

NEEDS YOU now more than ever! They deserve access to
communication and we need trained S2C Practitioners
to make that happen!
I-ASC currently has 61 trained S2C Practitioners in the
United States, Canada, South Africa, New Zealand, and
Germany. In addition, Practitioners from the US,
Canada, Chile, Venezuela and Dubai are currently taking
our training program.
We are seeking smart, passionate, strong, dedicated
applicants from around the world, to come together to
learn and grow to be exceptional S2C Practitioners!
To find out about Practitioners in your area, email us at
info@i-asc.org.
To find out more about becoming a S2C Practitioner
contact us at training@i-asc.org.

"DJ and I are
reading Dora
Raymaker's
neurodivergent
sci-fi novel
"Hoshi and the
Red City Circuit."

-DJ & Ralph
Saverese
Check Out the Practitioner Map
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NEUROLITERATURE, DIVERSE READERS
AND OUR SUMMER READING LIST.
We Expect More from Literature

Ann Jusino and Lakshmi Rao Sankar

Summer and reading are twinned in paths that go
back deep into childhoods spent reading for hours
on end. Reading lists and books pop up everywhere
we go. Airport book stores, local libraries display
beguiling books to consume under the shade of a
tree, on a beach or buried deep in a couch. Schools
send home their lists and all the major newspapers
put out their summer reading lists. In the mansions
of a book are rooms, each filled with adventure, set
in different locales and times. Peopled with ordinary
and extraordinary lives, in emotional landscapes that
expand our own worlds within. The New Yorker
frequently memorializes this epic summer pastime
with their magazine covers. Here are some of our
favorites that pay homage to this beloved past time.

Fan girling Ann
Donnellan and
Martha Leary"

-Lakshmi

READ MORE
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Neurodiverse Summer 2020
Reading Challenge
Reading and listening are an important part of
communication, and of spelling to communicate.
When we read neuro-literature we receptively build
ideas, absorbing and collecting information that we
go on to express in ways that penetrate the darkness
surrounding a nonspeaker’s pre-communication
days. Autistics, long denied their rightful place in
education and in life, find in books a solace and a
source of everything. As Tejas Rao Sankar puts it,
‘Books are my lifeline into the world’. Reading neuroliterature is our lifeline into their worlds.
We want to invite you to take the summer reading
challenge, read on your own, or in a physically
distanced group, or in a virtual book group. Whether
you are read to, or read an ebook, or listen to an
audiobook, reading and listening to a book read out
to you – dive into a reading adventure with us. Send
us your blurbs and book reviews all summer long. We
will publish them on social media.

READ MORE

“The book Carly’s
Voice is important to
me because she is a
female AAC User just
like myself and she is
right from my city of
Toronto and by
reading this book
makes me know that I
am not alone in my
struggles.”

-Farrah
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Let me spell it out for you...
What every speller deserves
Elizabeth Vosseller, S2C Practitioner

Seek first to understand. People who pay ATTENTION,
will quickly see that nonspeaking people have plenty
to communicate - with and without a letterboard.
They should - Be quiet. Observe. Wait. Listen.
Nonspeakers are the best teachers around if talking
people will listen and take their DIRECTION from you.
If a nonspeaking person does not have a means of
communication - watch her eyes, watch the body,
what is she doing, what is she bringing or leading you
to? If the nonspeaking person has some means of AAC
(AUGMENTATIVE and ALTERNATIVE Communication like a letterboard, keyboard, device, app, or picture
cards) give the time and space for him to spell or use
AAC. The CRP’s job is not to interpret the message - it
is to receive the message. Talkers are good at talking they need to learn to listen.

READ MORE

"Two of my favorite
books on autism, one
by autistic authors,
edited by ASAN's
Julia Bascom, and
one by ally, Barry
Prizant, which I
highly recommend to
parents. Both of
these books are
helping to change the
world."

-Steve Silberman,
Author & Ally
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