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NEWSLETTER
No one ever
changed the
world by aligning
with brains just
like theirs."

-Ashley

I-ASC has declared September... "Spelltember"
We have launched SPELLTEMBER, a month to honor the hardest working
people we know - SPELLERS!
Spellers can nominate themselves or a fellow speller. Families and Community can
nominate a speller too.
The nominee can be any speller who really has made an impact on you. Maybe that
speller who is making slow progress but never quits. Maybe someone who has
been a community builder or advocate. Perhaps a speller who has gone through
extraordinary lengths to gain motor skills or address their anxiety. Maybe someone
who is crushing it in school.

Nominate someone now. Nominations end on September 7.
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A Spellebration of Spellers
All spellers will be honored on our website and will get
a few surprises from I-ASC. A panel of spellers will
select 20 spellers to SPELLEBRATE on our website and
blogs. These 20 spellers will be blindly selected based
on their nominations, not their names.
We hope this campaign highlights the strength and
diversity of our speller community. This is a great
opportunity to honor the hardest working people we
know through some mighty shout outs and
SPELLEBRATION!

NOMINATE!

Spell-X Coming in October!
Spell X "Words worth a listen"
talks, presentations and even
stand-up featuring Spellers...

I enjoyed reading
Autism: A new
perspective. JoAo
has a lot to say
about special
autistics please
read his book ."

-Arun

Stay Tuned
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The Neurolyrical Cafe offers an
inspiring option for Spellers
A few months ago I-ASC partnered with Unrestricted
Interest to establish The Neurolyrical Cafe. The Cafe was
intended to offer nonspeakers and allies a place to share
their poems and songs with the Spellerverse.
Unrestricted Interest is a writing program and
consultancy dedicated to helping neurodivergent
learners transform their lives through writing. Our
partnership is an interactive celebration of professional
and amateur writing. Prior experience is not necessary
to join The Neurolyrical Cafe.
In the beginning The Neurolyrical Cafe was a great open
mic evening, where people came together online to
share their work in a relaxed and welcoming
environment. This was a success and met with positive
reviews, but what it has become is much bigger. The
Neurolyrical Cafe has become a place of solace in this
time of true uncertainty. This gathering freely gives
spellers, their families, friends, and supporters a sense
of belonging and solidarity.

Imane
recommends,
"In Way Of Music
Water Answers
Toward Questions
Other Than What Is
Autism"

CHECK IT OUT
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DECONSTRUCTING REGULATION
IN THE TIMES OF COVID
In the Spellerverse, (a term coined by Elizabeth
Vosseller, to designate the community of spellers,
practitioners, families, allies, and all the structures
we intersect with) life before COVID-19 was hopeful.
Underneath the hope, we have coped with the work
of creating opportunities, and finding self-expression
for spellers. Spellers and their co-regulators did this
whilst navigating motor-sensory differences in
spellers bodies accompanied with anxiety and cooccurring diagnosis like depression and other mood
dysregulating conditions. The work of coping, by
definition, means living a life that teeters and totters
between moments where we find strength and
renewal and those that drain us. Moments, where we
wish fiercely for the pain we endure, to just go away.
Our normal involves constant coping
We forget so easily how much and how many things
we do in the Spellerverse. Our collective experience
is composed of traumas that have encompassed
stress, grief, loss, and helplessness.

READ MORE

"I never knew what it
meant to fall in love....
but I know what it means
to create, and maybe the
two aren't so different?
Creation is an act of
hope. You start with
nothing but possibilities with planks and nails,
with bricks and mortar,
with parchment and
paint- and you put them
together in an effort to
discover perfection. To
find magic in the
melding."

-Madeline
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30th Anniversary of the
Americans with Disabilities
Ashley Sullender, S2C Practitioner
Act (ADA)

The history of the UNITED STATES runs deep and is
undoubtedly both amazing and stained. As our
country continues to climb toward true EQUALITY, we
continue to celebrate some of the biggest
achievements in CIVIL RIGHTS. However, we are all still
wondering, how did it take this long?
We all recently celebrated the 30th ANNIVERSARY of
the signing of the AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT,
also known as the ADA in 2020. The ADA is a civil rights
law that prohibits DISCRIMINATION (the unjust
treatment of different people on the grounds that they
are different) against individuals with disabilities in all
areas. This includes jobs, schools, and transportation.
This law signed by President GEORGE HW BUSH
guarantees equal opportunity for individuals with
disabilities. This was the first time this had ever been
done. How did this come to be?

“My will to
improve gets
charged when I
read stories of
resilience. More so
when these
individuals
redefine success in
this world.”

-Nico

READ MORE
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