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Spring into Spelling

NEWSLETTER

SUPERIOR SUPPORT AT SPRING INTO SPELLING
There are over 30 ways to say thank you in the English language alone, but there seemingly will never be
enough ways to show our gratitude for the overwhelming support surrounding "Spring into Spelling!"
We are so GRATEFUL for your sponsorship, donations, kindness, and participation in our live event. We far
exceeded our goals, but your generosity is no surprise to us as the nonspeaking community is truly one of love,
compassion, and selflessness.
It doesn’t get much better than spending a Thursday night with your favorite people! Thank you to all who bid,
cheered, and brought your sense of humor to our live event. A big cheer goes out to Ben Farrell, auctioneer
extraordinaire who never skipped a beat, despite the video glitches. We appreciate your patience and hope you
enjoy them post-production. Please help us reach nonspeaking people who have yet to find reliable
communication by sharing these videos!
The nonspeaking community is STRONG because of you. Thank you for your unwavering support and the belief
that all nonspeaking people deserve effective and reliable communication! YOU are making a difference!
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I LOVE SCIENCE

~Jennifer Binder-Le Pape

A few weeks ago, I published a blog entitled “An open letter to my son’s
skeptics”. Even though there is a section where I specifically reference
exciting new scientific research, some readers with opposing views
came away convinced that I am “ignoring the science” or an “antiscience.” So let me clear things up: I LOVE science. Hard-core geek here.
Love hanging out with the kids at all the hands-on science museums
such as The Franklin Institute here in Philly or San Francisco’s The
Exploratorium. Worked with the tech industry for years. Sometimes
known to read scientific articles for fun.
There’s a lot to love – from life-saving medical treatments to cool videos
from Mars delivered to small computers in our pockets. And a seemingly
endless supply of sources of wonder. Every new discovery brings with it
a whole new bunch of questions for us to explore. I love the
collaborative nature of it, and the way our collective body of knowledge
grows and shifts over time, sometimes in startling ways.
The basis of turning conventional wisdom on its head is often a new
way of thinking about an old question or problem, bolstered by data
from new tools for observing the world. The ancient Greek astronomer
and mathematician Aristarchus of Samos was the first known person to
posit a heliocentric universe. The idea didn’t get much traction until
Copernicus independently arrived at the same conclusion during the
Renaissance.
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THE RETURN OF THE CICADA

~Julia Oliver Weatherby

Have you ever imagined what it would be like to be an animal
that hibernates or an insect that goes DORMANT for an
extended period of time? The most common animal that comes
to mind when we think of HIBERNATION (the condition or
period of an animal or plant spending the winter in a dormant
state) might be a bear. More specifically, the average GRIZZLY
BEAR will hibernate for five to seven months time during the
winter. This may sound like a long time, but not compared to
the BROOD X CICADAS of 2021. Five to seven months is a short
STINT (a fixed or allotted period of time or work) in comparison
to Brood X Cicada’s seventeen years of living underground.
Their return will be quite the COMEBACK.
If you live in the MID-ATLANTIC region of the United States, you
might need to prepare yourself. These INSECTS are just waiting
for the soil to reach the OPTIMAL temperature of 64 degrees
until they arrive to crash our above-ground party or make it
more interesting, depending on how you feel about these
large, flying bugs. It is estimated that BILLIONS- you heard that
right- billions of these insects will EMERGE and fill rural forests
and more developed urban areas like neighborhoods alike.
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Mark the Date!
Motormorphosis Picnic 2021

MOTORMORPHOSIS 2021
WILL BE VIRTUAL

Mark your Calendars for the Motormorphosis
Picnic, our snack-sized online version of our
annual conference!
Save the Date for Saturday, July 24 from 1-3 PM
EDT for presentations from spellers, families,
speakers, researchers, practitioners.
The conference presents the latest information in
communication, motor, and advocacy. Presenters
are spellers, families, speakers, researchers, and
practitioners.
Though we would love to be together in person,
the health and safety of our community come
first.
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I-ASC OFFERS FREE AND
INFORMATIVE WEBINARS!
Feeding the Brain Webinar Friday, June 11th. 12pm
EDT & Wednesday, June 16th, 8pm EDT
If you want to know more
about what "feeding the
brain" means, why it's a
meaningful investment,
and learn some tips and
tricks to accomplish it,
this is the seminar for you!

S2C Practitioner Training Information Sessions Thursday
June 17th, 12pm EDT & Monday June 21st 8pm EDT
Find out what it
takes to become an
S2C Practitioner. Will
this work for you?
Find the answers and
information that
have been lingering.
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