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Congratulations! This year, we received many nominations from all over the world, for the I-ASC Spelltember Spellebrity

Campaign! Nominations have come in from spellers who have nominated themselves or a friend, professionals, and family

members. Spellers, you have certainly made an impression on folks in the Spellerverse!

We are reviewing these awesome nominations (which are quite impressive!) and will be announcing the official 2021

"Spellebrities" in the next couple of weeks. The Spellebrities will be featured on the I-ASC website, on an updated trading style

flip-card with names and pictures on the front and some highlights on the back, and on social media. Of course, we also have a

couple of goodies we will send your way!

Nominations are sorted into four categories. Dauntless – those spellers nominated for perseverance, resilience, big gains in

motor control/skills, and tenacity. Ambassadors – spellers nominated as community builders, connectors, who spread the

benefits of spelling and typing as AAC. Influencers – spellers nominated for their leadership, advocacy, self-advocacy, and

changemaking. Humanitarians – spellers nominated for their kindness, friendship, altruism, and generosity of spirit.

I-ASC’s Nonspeaking Leadership Council will read the nominations, with names redacted to eliminate bias and choose 4 to 5

spellers from each category to spotlight as ALL-STARS. We will be featuring the All-Stars in blogs over the coming weeks so you

can get to know these remarkable individuals.

One Speller who was

nominated multiple times

and demonstrates qualities

in each of the nomination

categories.

FOUR STAR 



~by Deborah SpenglerGOT POWER? 

A few weeks ago, I-ASC held its Motormorphosis Virtual Picnic and I

have got to say that every one of the presentations was exceptional! So

much so, that one of them, “The Elephant in the Room” presented by

Noah Seback and Keri Delport, inspired me to finally get around to

writing about something that I’ve been kicking around in my head for

quite some time: the role that power plays in human interactions. 

In case you missed it and if you don’t know him yet, Noah is a

nonspeaking autistic advocate and contributor to the community at

large via his blog at NonSpeaker | ThisIsMenoah as well as here at I-ASC.

You can check out one of his recent blog posts here: Nonspeaking

Autistics Can No Longer Show Restraint about Restraints – I-ASC. His co-

presenter, Keri Delport is an ally and advocate for nonspeakers, an S2C

Practitioner in Training, as well as a Trainee Counseling Psychologist.

Keri is finalizing her applied doctorate with a particular focus and

interest in the experiences of nonspeaking autistic adults and how they

can guide psychotherapeutic practice, this work is so needed! Noah and

Keri’s presentation explored how lived experiences, emotional well-

being, trauma, and boundaries intertwine for the nonspeaker, and the

importance of opening communication to explore this further,

including having what they call “hard and uncomfortable

conversations.” They talked about how hard spellers must work to

develop the skill of open communication, but that it’s not just about

getting to open communication. Allies and support partners have got to

work hard too, especially at the skill of listening. 
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AMBASSADOR

Spellers nominated as

community builders,

connectors,

spreading the

benefits of

spelling/typing.

https://www.thisismenoah.com/
https://i-asc.org/nonspeaking-autistics-can-no-longer-show-restraint-about-restraints/
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More of a sensory hack, Ian and EV discuss how to make private

listening accesible.  They run through multiple options and Ian gives his

opinion. More and more valuable insight from our spellers.

Spellers and all individuals with apraxia and sensory-movement

differences, often prefer instructions for the completion of motor

actions broken down into smaller steps. These step-by-step motor tasks

are ideally practiced frequently until the steps collectively become

“automatic” and require little to no planning before execution, which of

course can be problematic. 

One way of adapting a motor task is by modifying the task with some

simple innovation – or a hack – making the execution of the action

easier. Our favourite type of hack is a tool or a prompt with VAKT (visual,

auditory, kinesthetic or tactile) properties that can be implemented as a

standalone action or within a chain of steps, and result in an effective

modification to the execution of a motor task.

When clever dyspraxic bodies discover some of these motor hacks, it is

like they are discovering GOLD! With this in mind, for our newest

resource, I-ASC will be sharing favourite motor hacks developed by

spellers and practitioners, giving these mighty hacks the MOTORIETY

they deserve!

I-ASC MOTORIETY – TIPS & HACKS
Ian Nordling - Audio Options Motor Hack

DAUNTLESS

Spellers nominated

for perseverance,

resilience, big gains in

motor control/skills,

and tenacity.



4

SAVE THE DATE!

Mark your calendars now for SpellX 2021! A call for

presentations will be opening soon, and the diversity and

strength of the Spellerverse will surely steal the show again.

SpellX is a global, ground-breaking, salon style event, featuring

short presentations by nonspeaking people who spell and type!

SpellX will take place on November 6, in 6 virtual salons

spanning 6 geographical regions/time zones making SpellX

available to communities across the world and the spellerverse!

Each salon will be hosted by nonspeaking and speaking emcees

who presented recorded presentations from the spellers while

interacting with the panel and audience. You don’t want to

miss this epic event! 

Words Worth a Listen
November 7, from 6-9 pm in 6 virtual salons spanning 6 geographical regions/time zones

INFLUENCER

Spellers nominated

for their leadership,

advocacy, self-

advocacy, and

changemaking.

The Neurolyrical
Cafe grows in size
every month and
the audience can't
get enough!

Be sure to sign up
for this month's
installment
featuring Imane! 



~Presented by Bryana Williams & Jess Sibley
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If you know and love a “Little,” one of our 10 and under

spellers, you know that supporting their motor and sensory

skills often means pulling from a different bag of tricks!

During this presentation, we’ll talk about expectations in a

typical S2C session and then discuss ways to adapt your

supports for younger spellers. Join us to learn about

adaptations in lesson content, supporting regulation and

impulse control, working “off the boards”, and more.

Wednesday, September 22nd at 6:00 PM ET

Friday, September 24th at 12:00 PM ET

Monday, September 27th 8:00 PM ET

HUMANITARIAN

Spellers nominated

for their kindness,

friendship, altruism,

generosity of spirit.

A “Little” bit of this, 
a “Little” bit of that!

Free Webinar presented by I-ASC

Working with Littles.

Contact info@i-asc.org with questions. Sign-up for

this FREE Webinar - https://i-asc.org/iasc-events/

(SpanishTranslation) 


