The South African Flag - Unity and Progress
Written by Elizabeth Vosseller

SOUTH AFRICA was at a major turning point in the early 1990s.
APARTHEID (discrimination and segregation by race) was coming to an
end, and a DEMOCRATIC (belief that all people are socially equal)
government was being formed. NELSON MANDELA was about to become
the first black president of South Africa. The country needed a new flag to
represent its new vision. The national flag was designed by a former South
African State Herald (a civil leadership position), FRED BROWNELL. It
was first FLOWN on 27 April 1994.
SPELL: DISCRIMINATION COUNTRY NATIONAL
What country’s flag are we discussing? SOUTH AFRICA
What is the term for discrimination and segregation by race in South
Africa? APARTHEID
Who was South Africa’s first black president? NELSON MANDELA
Why did South Africa need a new flag? New vision, end of apartheid, new
president
Who designed the new flag? FRED BROWNELL
What year was the flag first flown? 1994
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The South African flag consists of equal-sized HORIZONTAL lines with a
red top and blue bottom. A green Y-shaped stripe separates these blue and
red lines with thin white stripes around them. On the left side of the flag is a
black triangle surrounded by a thin yellow strip. Although colors don’t have
a formal meaning, black, green, and yellow colors indicate Nelson
Mandela’s political party. In contrast, the red, white, and blue colors are
also found in the British and Dutch flags.
SPELL: HORIZONTAL CONGRESS COLONY
Name 2 colors of the South African flag. RED, BLUE, WHITE, YELLOW,
GREEN, BLACK
Black, green, and yellow are the color of Nelson Mandella’s __________.
POLITICAL PARTY
Red, white, and blue are the colors of the British and ____ flag. DUTCH
What color is the triangle on the flag? BLACK
Point to the triangle on the flag.
The South African flag was inspired by the colors (colours) and meanings
of the previous South African flags. Individual colors or color combinations
represent different meanings for different people. Here are some of the
common INTERPRETATIONS. Green is considered to symbolize the
FERTILITY (growth) of the land or the love and joy for South Africa. Black
symbolizes the African community and the DETERMINATION of the black
people. White is thought to represent the European people; another
interpretation is that it stands for HONESTY and PEACE. Gold represents
the mineral wealth (gold) of the country. Blue may symbolize the oceans,
sky, or the endless possibilities for South Africans.

SPELL: INTERPRETATIONS MINERALS SYMBOLIZE
What inspired the South African flag? COLORS/MEANING OLD FLAGS
The colors and color combinations represent different _______to different
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people. MEANINGS
What is the mineral wealth of South Africa? GOLD
What color may symbolize fertility or love and joy for South Africa? GREEN
Name one thing BLUE may represent. OCEAN, SKY, ENDLESS
POSSIBILITIES
The color black may represent the _____ of the Black people of South
Africa. DETERMINATION
Briefly describe the flag of your country (or another country you are familiar
with)

The central DESIGN (arrangement) of the flag, beginning at the flagpost in
a 'V' form and flowing into a single horizontal band to the outer edge of the
fly, can be interpreted as the CONVERGENCE of DIVERSE elements
within South African society, taking the road ahead in UNITY (joining as a
whole). The theme of convergence and unity ties in with the MOTTO Unity
is Strength of the previous South African Coat of Arms.
SPELL: CENTRAL MOTTO SOCIETY
What word did I use that means arrangement? DESIGN
The V flowing into a horizontal band may symbolize _______ of diverse
elements of South Africa. CONVERGENCE
What does diverse mean?
What word means joining as a whole? UNITY
OR What does unity mean? Joining together, joining as a whole
What was the motto of South Africa’s previous coat of arms? UNITY IS
STRENGTH.

Creative Writing:
Create your own flag to represent where you live, your family, or a
cause important to you. Describe your flag and its symbolism.
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Resources:
https://www.globetrottinkids.com/south-africas-flag-a-symbol-of-unity-and-progress/
https://www.mappr.co/flag-maps/south-africa/

Elizabeth Vosseller (EV) is the Executive Director of I-ASC and an S2C Practitioner. She is passionate
about spreading S2C worldwide and is excited for her third trip to South Africa! She loves hanging out
with nonspeaking people even more than she loves coffee!!!

The mission of I-ASC is to advance communication access for nonspeaking individuals
globally through training, education, advocacy, and research. I-ASC supports all forms
of augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) with a focus on methods of
spelling and typing. I-ASC currently offers Practitioner training in Spelling to
Communicate (S2C)with the hope that other methods of AAC using spelling or typing
will join our association.
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