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Thanks for a great year!
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 NEWSLETTER

SpellX was Amazing!

We had a marvelous time

at SpellX this year!

 

As you read through the

newsletter, enjoy some of

the quotes from SpellX

attendees!

 

I-ASC is constantly putting

on free events that

empower nonspeakers so

make sure to follow us on

social media to stay up to

date on all of our latest

events!

                As 2022 comes to an end we want to thank all of YOU for your support

throughout the year. TOGETHER, we were able to increase access to

communication for more nonspeaking people around the world. Thank you for

your generous donations, enthusiastically attending events, your kind

encouragement, and for championing nonspeaking people. THANK YOU for

helping us accomplish all of this and more in 2022.

                 We are just warming up - we have big plans for 2023. Including our

main goal of a future ensuring that nonspeaking people will have access to

effective communication that supports agency and autonomy.



“Wouldn't want

to spend my

evening any

other way.

Thank you

beautiful hosts

and presenters!”

 

~Becky Reist

2

Ian has been Spelling to Communicate since 2014.

He loves to learn, has a strong work ethic, and is a

passionate self advocate. Ian has taken part in

coursework at The University of Virginia, as well as

George Washington University. He seizes any

opportunity to further his education and continues

to feed his hunger for knowledge by taking courses

at GKTC and online.

On a Saturday in August, and again in late October, I had the honor of

presenting to a group of Fairfax County first responders. A few years ago,

one of the individuals had been sent to Growing Kids Therapy Center

(GKTC) to help the staff when I became dysregulated. At the time,

Elizabeth had offered to put together a training for first responders to help

them when working with autistics in emergency situations. Four years

later that same individual, now in the position to organize the training,

walked through the doors of GKTC to try to finally make it happen. 

The reality is that men and women in the professions of first responders

and firefighters will at some point find themselves in a professional

situation that includes those with autism. It is unfortunate that most first

responders receive lots of training, however very little dealing with

autistics, and even less targeting issues that pertain to nonspeakers.

Challenging bodies can make it extremely difficult for a first responder,

however there are some things one can do to make it a more successful

interaction. 

Heartfelt thanks go out to those in the field. Continuing to do what you do

each and every day has to be one of the most difficult careers that exists!

My suggestions are to help those who desire our autistic members of the

community to have a more positive experience when faced with a

situation that is already traumatizing to begin with! 

STRATEGIES FOR FIRST RESPONDERS INTERACTING
WITH AUTISTICS AND NONSPEAKERS

Click Below to Keep Reading!



“THANK YOU for all

the beautiful

presentations!  You

are all amazing in

your own unique

way and I loved

hearing from all of

you!” 

~Paulette Trotsky
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~Anna Ruhl

Day of the Dead
The Day of the Dead (Spanish: DIA DE LOS MUERTOS) is an ancient

traditional holiday celebrated mainly in MEXICO. During this holiday,

people take time to remember and celebrate family and friends who have

died. Although it is called the “day” of the dead, celebrations last over

several days. The focus of observance is on the 1st and 2nd of November.

It is believed that the spirits of those who have died can return to earth and

visit their living family and friends during this time. Although often

associated with the CATHOLIC celebrations of ALL SAINTS’ DAY, it is

much less SOLEMN (serious, somber) and is a day of joyful celebration

rather than mourning. Celebrations can take a HUMOROUS (funny,

comical) tone, as celebrants remember funny events and ANECDOTES

(stories) about the departed.

What is the Spanish name for Day of the Dead? DIA DE LOS MUERTOS

What Catholic celebration is closely associated with the Day of the Dead?

ALL SAINTS’ DAY

What word was used that means “funny or comical”? HUMOROUS

What is a synonym for SOLEMN? SERIOUS, SOMBER

If a family celebrates from midnight on Nov. 1 (which is the end of the day

of Oct. 31) to 6 a.m. on Nov 3, how many hours would that be? 54 What is

an anecdote people might tell about you?

Check out more Lessons!



"Great night

with  inspiring

presentations.

so happy to be

a part of this

community!"

~Lisa Morgan

4

YOU CAN COUNT ON Spellers & Allies!

From New Zealand to

Canada to the US, last

month the Spellers & Allies

Advocacy Network gave

presentations to music

therapists, autism

professionals, families and

other interested folks.

 

Help us spread the word by

inviting us to give a

presentation to a group in

your area! Email us at

spellers-allies@i-asc.org  

We are continuing our

campaign to dispel

common myths and

stereotypes about

nonspeakers. Click the

button below to find

out more about

Spellers & Allies and

busting myths. 

 10 Presentations to the public and

interested organizations

 26 S&A meetings

 24 Engaged spellers

 9 Dedicated allies

 5 Countries that S&A members live in

Spellers & Allies By the
Numbers in 2022! 
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“ My heart is full.

Your revolution

can not be

stopped. One

love to each and

every one of you.

Keep shinning!”

 

~ Shannon Kelly

UPCOMING EVENTS
If you want

anything shared on

the screen during

Neurolyrical, please

send it to

communications@i

-asc.org by the day

before the event.

This includes

poetry or images

that you would like

shared. 

Boards &

Chords is a

virtual music

festival that

celebrates

and

showcases

nonspeaking

songwriters!


