
Support and

encouragement make

learning always more

accessible. Pressure is

anxiety-inducing.

expectations are

important but can also be

a lot of pressure. always

assume ability but be

aware of our limits.”

~Caoimh, Ireland

1

Provide Free educational content for spellers, families, practitioners, and the greater community. 

Rigorously train highly skilled S2C Practitioners to work with nonspeakers.

Standardize and create affordable training for CRPs (communication regulation partners).

Elevate the roles, contributions, and advocacy of the Spellers & Allies Advocacy Network and Nonspeaking

Leadership Cadre. 

Collaborate with researchers to advance an understanding of the motor, sensory, cognitive, regulation,

and communication of nonspeaking people. 

I-ASC works with nonspeaking people with various motor-sensory issues that affect the ability to use speech as

a primary and effective means of communication. There are an estimated 2.3 million nonspeaking individuals

in the US and 26 million nonspeaking people worldwide. Nonspeaking people have been marginalized, labeled

“low-functioning” and given limited communication and education opportunities. 

Our Solution

The live-streaming interactive event will be held on Thursday, May 19, 2022, at 7 pm ET. Tons of great items to

bid on, entertainment that will inspire you, and an exciting virtual format that allows anyone, anywhere, to be a

part of our annual fun! You don't want to miss I-ASC's benefit and celebration this year!  Register Now! 
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TSupport is being a regulating

and positive person. It is

important to have expectations

of people, but it is just as

important how you react to

them. If you have expectations

of spellers, you should think

about your expressions when

they’re not met. Not everyone

meets expectations all the time. I

don’t. How you react will

determine my future success

working with you. If I know

you’ll be positive and

encouraging, I’ll be relaxed

around you. If you act mad or

frustrated when I don’t meet the

expectation, I’ll be nervous

about disappointing you in the

future. I have more supportive

people now and I’m usually able

to exceed expectations because

of it.” 

~Victoria, Illinois

“Support always includes understanding the

challenges of this person adapting their

learning journey to facilitate their path to be

successful. Pressure is pushing the learner

without giving them effective tools to gain

their skills.”

 ~Leo Santana

I-ASC THE EXPERTS -
PRESSURE & MANAGING
EXPECTATIONS
 Another monthly installment of our blog feature called, “I-ASC(I Ask) the

Experts”. Our goal is to turn over some of the most frequently asked

questions or issues to the true subject matter experts – the spellers!
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“To offer encouragement allows a feeling of

pride. Initiating pressure feels persuading as if

you have to perform to please others and not

yourself. I advise offering encouragement in

order to support emotional regulation, helping

one to feel capable and confident.” 

~Nick D’Amora, New York

“Many respectable CRPs cannot support

nonspeaking spellers and typers if they haven’t

taken the time to build up skills properly. Many

mistake their own confidence for proper

training and we, the easily manipulated

spellers, feel pressure to perform. Then, we are

either going to freeze, get anxious and

dysregulated, or type anything to get it over

with. Don't assume that rushing to open-ended communication ends up earning you a pass

on training. In the end, spellers get blamed for hacks by insufficiently trained

CRPs. Proper support and encouragement means respecting that no response is

ok if the partnership isn’t ready yet with sufficient practice in that spelling

methodology. Make time for practice with lessons rather than practice with

your own personal questions for us.” 

~William T, Canada



WHAT IS UP WITH RUSSIA?
~Stephanie Barton, S2C Practitioner

There is indeed a fine line

between encouragement

and pressure. Because my

body presents with this

disconnect, I do need

more support to do and

complete tasks. it is

important to have a good

relationship with your

speller. get to know

them. I personally feel

that I value my voice and

my body tends to rob me

of this so I want my CRP

to push me – if it’s done

right. stick to the basics.”

~Thoulu, South Africa
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VLADIMIR PUTIN, President of RUSSIA, has long lamented the loss of

UKRAINE and other republics when the Soviet Union broke apart on

December 25, 1991. Prior to that time, the Soviet Union was comprised of

15 republics Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, BELARUS, UZBEKISTAN ooz-beh-

kuh-stan , ARMENIA aar-mee-nee-uh, AZERBAIJAN a-zr-bai-jaan,

KAZAKHSTAN kaa-zuhk-staan, KYRGYZSTAN keer-guh-staan, MOLDOVA

mowl-dow-vuh, TURKMENISTAN trk-meh-nuh-staan, TAJIKISTAN taa-jee-

kuh-staan, LATVIA lat-vee-uh, LITHUANIA li-thuh-way-nee-uh, and

Estonia uh-stow-nee-uh, and was the largest country in the world. It

covered some 8,650,000 square miles, and nearly one-sixth of

Earth’s land surface. It’s population numbered more than 290 million,

and it had 100 distinct nationalities that lived within its borders. The

country also boasted an arsenal of tens of thousands of nuclear weapons,

and its sphere of influence.

What caused the Soviet Union to collapse?  On MARCH 11, 1985, MIKHAIL

GORBACHEV was named general secretary of the Communist Party of the

Soviet Union (CPSU).  COMMUNISM is defined as a political and economic

system that seeks to create a classless society in which the major means

of production, such as mines and factories, are owned and controlled by

the public.  Gorbachev’s primary domestic goals were to jumpstart the

Soviet economy and streamline the government bureaucracy...

Don't miss any of the I-ASC FREE Lessons! 



4

Support is giving space to

navigate at my own pace

with prompting that is

given in a loving, caring

manner. Pressure is

rushing me to fit the

mold of your timeline. Be

patient and tender with

your speller, we all are

trying incredibly hard to

perform the most basic

tasks. Confidence is key.

You must trust us and

yourself when guiding us,

the alternative is chaos. A

straight line cannot be

drawn by a shaking

hand.” 

~Parker Scheu, Florida

The Spellers & Allies Advocacy Network is excited to announce that

our new and improved website is live!!! The nonspeaking advocates

in our group designed everything you see including the layout,

menu bar, content and focus. We invite you to visit it to learn more

about what we are up to, check out our useful resources and to

download and print one of our memes for your bedroom or office

space. We will be updating this site regularly so make sure to check

back often! 

The I-ASC Spellers & Allies Advocacy Network is a group of spellers

and allies who advocate together around issues that concern

nonspeaking people, such as agency, autonomy, and access.

Through public education and advocacy campaigns, we seek to

make real change for all nonspeaking people. The Spellers & Allies

Advocacy Network welcomes nonspeaking, minimally speaking and

unreliably speaking adults above the age of 18. We welcome allies

and anyone interested in becoming an ally between the ages of 18-

30.

We know that true accessibility requires more acceptance and

awareness in our communities at large and that young people are a

strong voice in advocacy. I-ASC wishes to create a network of

passionate and informed young people working to make acceptance

and awareness a reality.  Join our movement now by emailing

spellers-allies@i-asc.org.

THE SPELLERS & ALLIES WELCOME
YOU TO THEIR UPDATED WEBSITE! 



I need nice incredible

someone in my camp to

offer me support.”

~Edin S., Portland

Oregon
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MOTORMORPHOSIS 2022
I-ASC is delighted to announce that the 6th Annual

Motormorphosis Conference will be held LIVE and in-person

in Herndon, Virginia. Motormorphosis is the flagship

conference on S2C and will present the latest information in

communication, motor, research, and advocacy. Presenters

are spellers, families, speakers, researchers, and

practitioners. 

Saturday, July 23rd, and Sunday, July 24th  

Friday, July 22nd Join us for an in-person speller party to kick

off Motormorphosis! 

Location: Crowne Plaza Dulles Airport, Herndon, VA 20170

I-ASC invites you to

$325 General Admission Ticket
$240 Early Bird General Admission Ticket Through April 30th

$50 Nonspeaker Ticket
$38 Early Bird Nonspeaker Ticket Through April 30th

We will be together
again soon!

Registration is now open!


