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N E W  Y E A R !

2022 was great but it is

officially a NEW YEAR! We

want to let you know that we 

 continue to be committed to

advancing communication

access for nonspeaking

individuals globally through

training, education, advocacy,

and research.  We invite you to

follow along and watch the

growth of  I-ASC and the

Spellerverse!

Launch the Speller Access Fund

to provide support to start new

Spellers with financial needs

Update our website to one that

is more streamlined and

disability-accessible 

Launch our affordable virtual

CRP Training 

Launch our I-ASC Spellerverse

App with easy access to events,

content and, advocacy

This year we plan to...

New Year's
Resolutions!

ACCESS. AGENCY. AUTONOMY



N E W S L E T T E R

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

It took me 25 years to find a way to communicate. It

then took me another year to become fluent with

my mother. Why does it take 5 minutes for a critic

to decide that I am not capable of communicating

my thoughts?

For some unfathomable reason, spellers like myself

are held to a higher standard than everyone else.

Spelling on a letterboard is hard work for our 

   B E I N G  H E L D  T O  A  H I G H E R  S T A N D A R D
 B Y  G R E G O R Y  T I N O

Gregory Tino is a nonspeaking autistic who has been spelling on a

letterboard to communicate since 2017. He is an advocate for

other nonspeakers, presents at conferences, and his goal is to

educate people on the incredible capabilities of people with

autism. He has written four books, The Land Called Boring , The

Autistic Mind Finally Speaks ,  The Autistic Boy In The Unruly 

 Body, and Santa’s Gift . 

 apraxic, disobedient bodies. I need constant reminders to point accurately. I am able to

spell for quite some time, but if I become fatigued, my accuracy with my pointing goes

down. I feel like that is probably true of most anyone, autistic or not, but if WE mis-poke

or make a mistake, people begin to question our authorship. YOU are allowed to make

mistakes, but WE aren’t.

Tell me what is fair about that?

Some people even think we shouldn’t be able to use word prediction on the keyboard

because it may influence what we want to say. But everyone else is able to use it to make

typing easier.

Seem fair to you?



Check out more Motor Hacks!

One way of adapting a motor task is by modifying the task with some simple innovation

– or a hack – making the execution of the action easier. Our favourite type of hack is a

tool or a prompt with VAKT (visual, auditory, kinesthetic or tactile) properties that can be

implemented as a standalone action or within a chain of steps, and result in an effective

modification to the execution of a motor task.

When clever dyspraxic bodies discover some of these motor hacks, it is like they are

discovering GOLD! With this in mind, for our newest resource, I-ASC will be sharing

favourite motor hacks developed by spellers and practitioners, giving these mighty hacks

the MOTORIETY they deserve!

N E W S L E T T E R

S2C Practitioner Katlyn Billue provides a helpful

motor hack for folding various household items!

Spellers and all individuals with apraxia and

sensory-movement differences often prefer

instructions for the completion of motor actions

broken down into smaller steps. These step-by-step

motor tasks are ideally practiced frequently until 

M o t o r  H a c k :  F o l d i n g
B y  K a t l y n  B i l l u e

the steps collectively become “automatic” and require little to no planning before

execution, which of course can be problematic. 



N E W S L E T T E R

Make sure to register to watch the Spellers &

Allies Advocacy Network’s presentation, The

Truth About Nonspeakers: Let US Spell It Out for

You, on March 5th, 2023, at 1:30 pm ET




Help us to #EndCommunicationDiscrimination by

sharing our challenges and triumphs. Invite

everyone you know to come learn about

nonspeaking people from nonspeaking people.

Contact spellers-allies@i-asc.org to join our team and check

out i-asc.org/spellers-allies-advocacy to learn more about our

initiatives! 

We're stronger in numbers and

stronger together.

Thanks to our dedicated members,

in 2022, the Spellers and Allies

Advocacy Network gained new

members, launched campaigns, and

presented across the globe.

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/endcommunicationdiscrimination?__cft__[0]=AZUsy8LNrdQZ8dOwbgVx1r1DmuZmMWfXOus-GySdi2iqnTWTw_jM50DfueKmjMe1bGHoAEz6Ijy7Oyw-O8dTFQpFVall7bCDwXxcVwMq7MWp2kMSCzJ7wx9CB_4CHpfJCzk&__tn__=*NK-R
mailto:spellers-allies@i-asc.org
http://i-asc.org/spellers-allies-advocacy?fbclid=IwAR2owJ9s8t-0AQXH-NhnkZi3sOlPIUgA7gcnlHsig-M6NgTVi9wjE3qJ-z8





